
Artist’s Eye
Dear OCFA Members:

December is the month to pay your OCFA dues.

The membership year begins January 1st and ends December 31st. Members who wish to be included in the 
roster and maintain member benefits must renew by January 31st.

Make your check payable to ORANGE COUNTY FINE ARTS and mail it with the APPLICATION FORM in this 
newsletter to:

OCFA Membership
P.O. Box 1727
Costa Mesa, CA 92628

Dues classifications are:
$30 Single Membership    
$40 Double Membership (must be same household)
$15 Student (full time, under age 25)
$250 Life Member (one-time fee)

If you would like to receive your newsletter as an e-mail 
attachment, please check the “Through E-mail” box at 
“PREFERRED MONTHLY NEWSLETTER DISTRIBUTION” on 
the APPLICATION FORM.

There are several merits to doing so:
1. Receive Newsletter fast. No wait for printing and snail mailing.
2. Use less paper.
3. Be able to store many Newsletters in your computer.
4. Save OCFA’s postage expense.
5. Be able to forward your Newsletter copy to your friends without hassle.

To open your electronic Newsletter file, you need Adobe Acrobat software, which should be pre-installed in your 
computer. If it does not have one, you can download it from OCFA’s website. (Visit orangecountyfinearts.com 
then click “Membership”)  If you have a problem in receiving and reading the newsletter, please let me know. 
You will have printed copy distribution.

If you have any questions, please call me at 949-650-3832 or maxyamada@yahoo.com.
Thank you for your participation in OCFA.

Max Yamada, Membership Director

A Non-Profit Organization • P.O. Box 1727 • Costa Mesa, California  92628 • 714-540-6430 • orangecountyfinearts.com  

Orange County Fine Arts Inc. is a non-profit corporation that seeks to stimulate community interest in the Fine Arts by providing special programs, exhibits 
and demonstrations by well-known artists; to furnish a place for viewing works of art; and to provide scholarships to deserving art students. Membership is 
open to anyone; there are no restrictions. 
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Thoughts from the President

Happy Holidays everyone!!!

This message will be brief, because 
I have been piled up in bed all day, 
waking up, sneezing, then falling 
asleep again for a few hours.

We still have events ahead of us 
for the month of December and 
hope you can join us.  We also 
hope that the weather will give us 

those enviable sunny days that are broadcast through-
out the USA.  OK, I must admit it was nice to have 
some cold weather for a change, and when you are 
cuddled by the fire, it is a good reason to take a day 
off.

I hope that your holiday season will be bright and full 
of good adventures.

Laura Rice Robinson, OCFA President

SAD NEWS

Gerald Spencer passed away recently.  There is a 
memorial service scheduled soon.  Call Showcase 
Gallery, or watch your email, to find out when and 
where.  Gerald Spencer was one of the first artists 
that I met when I joined Orange County Fine Arts.  He 
stood out because of the many awards that he 
received in our organization.  His was one of the first 
demonstrations that I attended.  It was amazing how 
he worked miracles with Yupo paper.  He was beloved 
by those who had the good fortune to know him.

JANUARY DEMONSTRATOR

Jeff Horn will be demonstrator for the next General 
meeting, to be held January 22 on the fourth Thursday 
of the month.  OCFA will be serving pizza from 6:30 
until 7:00 and Jeff’s demonstration will begin at 7:00.  
Jeff is a well-known plein air artist and college instruc-
tor.  However, not everyone knows what an outstand-
ing portrait artist he is.  He will be raffling off the portrait 
that will be done that evening.  In addition Sterling 
Art will be providing some prizes.  As always, members 
should bring in their work for Jeff to select to award 
first, second, and honorable mentions.

NEED A TAX WRITE-OFF??? 

Each year at this time, the OCFA Board of Directors 
decides upon the amount of and the number of schol-
arships that the organization can offer.  We have sup-
ported selected art students at the community college 
for many years.  As you know, the amount that we 
collect with raffle funds over the year is usually enough 
to support a little over half of one scholarship.  For the 
last year and a half, we have been very frugal.  By 

being conservative with monetary awards and adding 
raffle baskets, we have picked up more funds from 
the Artist Eye Show and the Membership Show.  By 
being especially conservative with heating and elec-
tricity, we have been able to make a showing of $2500 
that is divided between five community colleges.

We are a non-profit.  We hope that there will be bene-
factors this year, also.  If you would like to give a dona-
tion to OCFA, not only will it do good in the art 
community, but it may be fully written off for a tax 
donation.  Think about it.

Love and Peace to you all,

Art Lines of the Month
by Pari Vafaii

1)  You do not see with the lens of the eye—you see 
through it—but you see with the soul of the eye.

  —John Ruskin
2)  Every Artist dips his brush into his own soul and 

paints his own nature into his picture.  
—Henry Ward Beecher

Shows to See
Irene Engard and the Wyndham Hotel invite you to 
the Artist’ reception of a show entitled, A Medley of 
Art on Friday, January 23 from 4:30 until 7:30 at 3355 
Avenue of the Arts, Cosga Mesa.  Contact number 
714-442-8592.  Artists include Eli Charne, Janina 
Pazdan, Barbara Fudurich, Matthew Savine 
Baldon, Stephen Rivers, Maria Elena Bicer, Amanda 
Fish, Donnell Mai, and Irene Engard.

“R U EVOLVED? An Artist’s Reflection on Darwin” 
runs January 11 - February 27.  February 12 is Darwin’s 
200th birthday.  Shenere Velt Gallery, Workman’s 
Circle, 1525 S. Robertson Blvd., LA.
 
Long Beach Arts has opened its new gallery at 4332 
Atlantic Boulevard.  The hours are from 12 until 4, 
Wednesday through Sunday.  The gallery will partici-
pate in an ArtWalk on the first Friday of each month.  
www.longbeach-arts.org.

SparkOC.com is a new web site focusing on the local 
arts scene, funded by the James Irvine Foundation 
and sponsored by Arts Orange County and the Orange 
County Community Foundation—get your own artist 
webpage, learn about workshops or post your own!



Submit news & pictures no later than the 15th of the 
month for the following month’s newsletter to:

Jared Millar
perimeter@att.net

301 Orion Ave.
Santa Ana, CA  92707

The Artist’s Eye newsletter reaches over 250 local art-
ists.  A business card size ad is $10 for one month or 
$20 for three months.  Additionally, your printed flyers 
can be inserted for $25 per issue.  E-mail or mail your 
ad and then send payment made out to OCFA to the 
above address by the 15th of the month.

Member News
Keith Alway just closed his show in Chinatown in LA 
and Gary Sohl will end his show at the Huntington 
jBeach City Art Gallery at the end of December.

Genevieve Bennett exhibited a series of portraits of 
Native American subjects at the Hunt Branch Library  
in October and November and was featured in the 
Fullerton Observer.  Genevieve won a first place prize 
from the Huntington Beach Art League in October.

“Voices of Silence/Voices of Hope,” works by Rhea 
Carmi, will be on view at SOKA University Founders 
Hall through December 31 from 9 until 5.

Bill Johnson and Veronica Kortz were selected to 
participate in “The Land & and Love of Country” at the 
Wild Heart Gallerie in Carmel Valley, CA.

Charles Magnani, Jared Millar, Dorothy Morootian 
and Delores Peffley participate in “Buy the Foot” at 
the OCCA Gallery in Santa Ana’s Artist Village, on the 
corner of Sycamore and Second.  It opened at the 
Artwalk and will continue til the end of December.

Dali Polivka presented a talk November 15 on Mixed 
Media as part of Crussel Fine Arts’ Cusp Artist talks.

OCFA hosted a book signing at Showcase Gallery for 
Leslie Stone, whose book “Historic Photos of Orange 
County” has just been released.  Leslie is a portrait 
artist who demonstrated at our general meeting this 
past year and who has just completed a master’s 
degree in history.

Pari Vafaii won an award for her painting “Winter 
Symphony” at the San Clemente Art Gallery Winter 
Judged Show.

Yachiyo received the Margery Soroka Memorial award 
out of 1200 submissions and her work will tour with 
109 entrries in the annual exhibition of the American 
Watercolor Society.

Souzan Zargari 
(pictured with Pari 
Vafaii) had an art 
exhibit at Laguna’s 
Sandstone Gallery 
called “The Sun of 
Life” in October.

Congratulations to Jackie Zimbalist, Laura Rice 
Robinson, Leslie Stone (Johnson), and Susan 
Farley for parcipation in the Winter Fantasy Sawdust 
Festival during the months of November and 
December.  As always, it was a blast!

Artist Eye Laguna Gallery Report
by Ann Jones

Our gallery Christmas Tree was beautifully decorated. 
I was working at the gallery all 
day and stayed open Wednesday 
night while getting ready for 
Laguna’s Thursday Art Walk and 
for our  Sidewalk Sale.  I had 
made my famous “Michigan 
Rock” cookies.  It’s an old family 
recipe containing dates and nuts.  They look like rocks 
(ergo the name) but they are very tasty.  We made a 
few sales.

Friday was Hospitality Night in Laguna.  The night-
long event, a longstanding holiday tradition, was 
made possible by the Laguna Beach Chamber of 
Commerce with events starting at 5 p.m and trolleys 
running along PCH.  Good news for the gallery!  I felt 
we would make some sales on Friday and Saturday, 
because people were in town and the city looked very 
festive.  Some of the shops extended their “sale” 
event for the entire week. 

We opened the gallery at 8:30 am on Saturday for the 
Sidewalk Sale and had a few sales between 10 & 11 
am.  The foot traffic just wasn’t there.  Around 3 pm a 
flurry of people came through.  We had quite a few 
visitors during the evening from 7:30 - 9:00 when we 
closed.  Karen, John, Jila, Katy, and Victoria had 
sales—but no art off the wall.

PCH looked great with balloons and lots of businesses 
were really in the holiday spirit.  We even had our very 
own Santa on hand (Rob Utz)!  But we just couldn’t 
pull in those millionaires who were driving by.  They 
did wave to our Santa, though.  Someone asked Santa 
for money for Christmas.  Hmmm . . . 





News from Showcase Gallery
by John H. Stewart

We had a large turn out of artist to exhibit their art at this last show of the year.  Twenty eight artist are currently 
exhibiting through the 21st of December.  Jerry Muller, our featured artist, professionally demonstrates his skills 
as a photographer with numerous photos focusing on New York in the 1950s.  His slide presentation at the 
reception in November was enjoyed by a large group of people.

The first Featured Artist for the new year will be photographer Bill Johnson.  His award winning photographs 
of nature and spectacular landscapes are something you do not want to miss.  Be sure to come to the reception 
on Saturday, January 17 from 6-8 pm.

Our next show will be from January 7 to March 1.  There is still space available so be sure and sign up for this 
show.  If you don’t want to drive to the gallery to sign up just call the gallery and have the person on duty sign 
you up.  It is a great opportunity to show your talent and artwork at a great value.  So support your gallery and 
sign up soon!

Starting this first show of the new year we will be moving the Take-in and Take-out times.  We will combine Take-
Out and Take-In to the same time period on Sunday from 3-6 pm.  This will help artist who have difficulty coming 
in on Mondays and will allow one trip to the gallery instead of two.  Since the Gallery is open until 3:00 on 
Sundays we would like to keep the show in tack until after we are closed so please come after 3 to pick up your 
art work from the closing show.  We have also changed the hours of the reception to 6-8 pm beginning with the 
reception on January 17.  Hopefully, this will give people a better chance to attend the receptions.

The Showcase Gallery Committee is looking for new members.  If you are interested in volunteering to work on 
the committee please call John Stewart at 949-673-3702.  The meeting schedule is as follows:

Meeting day Meeting Time

December 8 1:00 pm– 4:00 pm

January 12, 2009 1:00 pm– 4:00 pm

February 9, 2009 1:00 pm– 4:00 pm

March 9, 2009 1:00 pm– 4:00 pm

Showcase Gallery Calendar
Show Start Show End Featured Artist Take-in Days Take-in Hours Receptions

Oct 29 Dec 21 Jerry Muller - - -

Jan 7 March 1 Bill Johnson January 4 3-6 pm Jan 17  6-8 pm

March 4 April 26 Thomas Tom March 1 3-6 pm Mar 14  6-8 pm

April 29 June 21 Imagination Celebration April 26 3-6 pm May 16  6-8 pm

15375 Barranca Pkwy., Bldg. J108 • Irvine, CA  92618
949.753.8877 • fax: 949.753.8883 • www.ocprintworks.com

We have strong imaginations, and we’d like to help.
It’s our job to improve your printed materials and

make them better than you imagined. 

“One of the virtues
of being very young
is that you don’t
let the facts get in
the way of your
imagination...”



For information on Susan Alderson watercolor 
classes  go to brushworksart.net, or contact Susan at 
brushworksart2008@sbcglobal.net or 714-632-5683

For information on Barbara Close’s Calligraphy 
classes contact 714-522-3084 or BARBICL@aol.com

Workshops:
Watercolor classes by Joseph Hawa to be offered at 
OCFA from 10 until 2pm Saturday morning beginning 
in January.  If you are interested, call Showcase Gallery 
and leave your name and phone number.

Watercolor Workshop with YACHIYO 

Yachiyo presents a Watercolor Workshop in the 
Orange County Fine Art classroom. Level: Intermediate 
to advanced,18 years and older.  Yachiyo will talk 
about techniques and demonstrate each class.  
Individual advice and critique in small classroom 
setting (maximum of eight).  We meet one Saturday 
every month.  The schedule of next class is:

Saturday, Jan 24, 2009, from10:30 am~ 5:00 pm.

Class will fill in the order of receiving the registration 
form and the fee.

They are available through e-mail, at Bear Street 
Gallery or Show Case Gallery. 

Please contact YACHIYO for more information at 949-
294-4429 or YachiyoB@aol.com

www.YachiyoFineArt.com

Jacobus Baas Workshops in 2009
Three day workshops are January 19-21, 2009, and 
July 13-15.  The cost for the 3 days is $350.

There will be a five day workshop in the Camden, 
Maine, area September 21-25, 2009.

Jacobus has his second home there from August 
through November every year, and will take us to loca-
tions in the area that are absolutely beautiful to paint.  
We will spend some time painting boats in the harbors 
as well as the Atlantic coastline, with parties and cri-
tiques in the evenings.  Cost for the five day workshop 
is only $600.

To sign up for any of these workshops, please contact 
Karen Shaw at 949-554-4638, or email her at 
karshaw@gmail.com

Thomas Tom is showing his colorful abstracts through 
December at the Mesa Verde Branch Library at 2969 
Mesa Verde Drive East; Costa Mesa, CA.  For informa-
tion on exhibiting at this location please contact Marie 
Taggart at 714-546-0784.

OCFA Indoor Exhibits:
Mesa Verde Library in Costa Mesa

Marillyn Brame’s Visual Arts art school created several 
displays that were used for the Mission Viejo Activities 
Committee’s Santa’s Arrival Celebration on November 
30th.

The most ambitious project was a 40 foot x 7 foot high 
gingerbread house sewn together to wrap around a 
10 foot E-Z-Up and painted on three sides to resem-
ble an iced and decorated  gingerbread house. The 
design and painting was completed by some of the 
advanced art students.

In addition a group of 6 to 8 
year old students created a 
bean bag toss made out of 
plywood and painted to 
resemble another ginger-
bread house.

Other advanced students created plywood paintings 
of an angel and an elf with holes cut through so young-
sters at the celebration could stick their faces through 
and be photographed.

All of the items were a huge success and a great learn-
ing experience for the Visual arts students.

Call for Artists:
Arizona Aqueous 23rd National Juried Watermedia 
Exhibition—February 20 through March 22, 2009
Entry Deadline January 14, 2009 
http://www.tubacarts.org



OCFA Art Center:
South Coast Plaza Village
3851 South Bear St., Suite B-15
Santa Ana, CA 92704

 •Showcase Gallery
   ocfa_showcase@sbcglobal.net
   714-540-6430
   Open Wed., 10:30 am-2pm
   Thurs.-Sat., 10:30am-5:30pm
   Sun., 11:30am-3pm

 •Bear Street Gallery/Studios
   www.bearstreetgallery.org
   714-825-0592 
    Open when studio artists are at work

 •OCFA Studio
   714-825-0592

Avantgarden-The Art Gallery
ocfa_avantgarden@sbcglobal.net
Santora Arts Building
207 North Broadway, Suite B-7B
Santa Ana, CA 92701
714-558-8843
Open First Saturday of each month, 
7-10pm and by appointment

Artist Eye Laguna Gallery
1294 South Coast Hwy., Suite A
Laguna Beach, CA 92651
949-497-5898
Open Mon-Sun 11-8pm and till 9 on 
the First Thursday Laguna Artwalk.
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Artist Eye Laguna Gallery

General Meetings are held at 
Showcase Gallery each month, 
except July and December.  Meetings 
begin with a short informational 
session.  Refreshments are enjoyed 
during an artist’s demonstration.  
Guests are always welcome.

Orange County Fine Arts
An Association of Artists
P.O. Box 1727
Costa Mesa, CA  92628

ocfa@sbcglobal.net
Officers:
President Laura Rice Robinson 949-786-6202

Vice-President Walter Gojewski 

Recording Sec’y Jacqueline Zimbalist 949-348-6013

Treasurer James Cooper 949-644-8882

Directors:
Showcase John Stewart 949-673-3702

AvantGarden  Victoria Wood 714-878-2247

Artist Eye Phil Powers 714-531-9695

Membership Max Yamada 949-650-3832

Bear St. Gallery Bill Hudson 949-839-9302

Student Activities Terry Walker 562-803-4961

Marketing Pam Powers 714-531-9695

Comm’ty Liaison Marillyn Brame 949-951-5971

Past President Thomas Tom 949-231-8866

Director At Large Margaret Kelly 714-472-3475

Director At Large Nova Stewart 

Artist Studio Dir. Tina Ellingwood 949-533-9232

Chairpersons:
Workshops Rene Ury  714-966-2680

Scholarships/Ed. Katherine Monsour 714-979-5084

Programs Jerry Muller 949-644-0808

Historian Sally Wilson 949-631-2232

Newsletter Jared Millar 714-979-5597

Publicity Nancy Marlow 714-900-0945

Officers and Directors

DATED MATERIAL

NEXT MEETING: January 22


